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BPF SUPPORTS GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE ON 

URBAN RENEWAL AUTHORITY BILL 

 

The Business and Professionals Federation of Hong Kong (BPF) today welcomed and 

announced its support for the proposed Urban Renewal Authority (URA) Bill.  It pointed out 

that the new initiative takes a fresh look at urban renewal in Hong Kong and that financial 

resources should no longer be a problem.  The direct resumption of land will greatly expedite 

redevelopment projects from the current 10 to 12 years down to 5 to 6 years. 

 

BPF also welcomed two new objectives to promote the maintenance and improvement of 

individual buildings and to preserve buildings of historical, cultural or architectural interest and 

of distinctive character. 

 

However, BPF reminded the government that maintenance and improvement of individual 

buildings should be throughout the SAR and that the mechanism, resources or authority 

required for effective implementation is not clear in the Bill. 

 

BPF advised that tiny pockets of old individual buildings which usually are not commercially 

viable for redevelopment, as well as decaying or obsolete industrial buildings, should be 

included in the Urban Renewal Strategy and possibly covered by the current scheme 

implemented by the Housing Society.  In addition some of the package of financial and 

non-financial tools mentioned should be evaluated and be considered to be extended to 

private development schemes which would also contribute to urban renewal. 

 

BPF strongly recommended the appointment of a non-executive Chairman of the Authority 

supported by a full-time Chief Executive.  This is in keeping with the world wide trend 

promoting good corporate governance. 



 

While rehousing remains the URA’s responsibility, BPF welcomed the move to relieve it from 

the direct responsibility of housing all displaced people in urban renewal action areas. 

 

BPF pointed out the problem of rehousing tenants in the same locality and expressed its 

concern at the great numbers of people crowding into buildings in renewal areas in anticipation 

of being granted rehousing. 

 

To ensure that displaced people be satisfactorily rehoused, BPF urged the government to 

strengthen clauses in the Bill and to secure binding written agreements with the Housing 

Authority and Housing Society. 

 

BPF pointed out that the LDC has developed and assembled arguably the best expertise in 

urban renewal in Hong Kong over the years.  This expertise should be retained at all levels 

and be transferred to the URA. 
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