
 

 1 

Response to the Consultation Document 

New Agricultural Policy: Sustainable Agricultural Development in Hong Kong 

One of the recent clutch of Government policy consultation documents is 

devoted to describing an exciting revolution. At long last the sleeping beauty of 

our agricultural sector is to be roused and a brand new world of flourishing 

farmland is going to rise from forgotten fields. 

In the sixties when I was first posted to Yuen Long in the northwest the exodus 

of farmers had already begun and Chinese restaurants had begun to sprout in 

European cities. An airline of Jumbo Jets, developed by an enterprising leader 

from San Tin in the north-west carried farmers and their families to this new 

Eldorado in the western world. In 1968 I painted a view of Pat Heung, yellow 

with ripening paddy and every day I drove to work from Tuen Mun to Ping 

Shan through beds of water chestnut. 

In distant Kowloon at about the same time, a revolution was also taking place. 

Kwai Chung valley was being reclaimed from vegetable fields and docklands 

were moving from the Kowloon to container terminals lining the shores of Kwai 

Chung known by old salts as Gin Drinkers Bay. 

A crucial footnote to paragraph 2.4 of the Consultation mentions the ruling in 

the case of Melhado v. Attorney General. This was to the effect that the term 

“agricultural” was non-binding, descriptive only and thus agricultural land could 

be used for storage. 

After conclusion of the case of Melhado v. Attorney General from which sadly 

there was no appeal, agriculture no longer meant farms and fields and it led to 

the landscape being piled high with container boxes, old cars and anything for 

which there was no home in urban Hong Kong. 

Alas there was no matching effort to make land available for container storage. 

Instead, it was to boast that Hong Kong was a container port with a throughput 

the envy of the world and not the worst despoiler of agricultural land in our own 

little world. 

The result of this failure is that when we wish to develop our new, new town, 

Hung Shui Kiu, we have to get rid of, or resite, thousands of container boxes. 

The Melhado decision was a godsend to our landowners, no more back-
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breaking toil in paddy planting our absent farmers were now able to lease out 

their ancestral land for container storage or to dispose of it for land speculation. 

One might ask what happened to the old agricultural policy of the government 

department with its annual budget for decades of more than a billion dollars? 

In fact it has been struggling to do all the things set out in the so called new 

policy, to bring fresh ideas, machinery, composts, new breeds and seeds, all 

things they have been doing ever since the end of World War 2. 

Now after all these years, we have a Chief Executive, who grows his own 

vegetables, and agriculture has its champion in Government House! Not only 

that, a global green awareness has infected Hong Kong and the new policy 

proposes to create a green park, a mea culpa for what environmental sins we 

have committed. This is wonderful, for once we have a vision and something 

for which we can throw our hats in the air! Let’s go for it! 

However, an Agri-Park by itself is fine but what about the districts and their 

councils? Surely they can be invited to point out the plots of land in their 

boundaries large enough for local farm and horticultural enthusiasts among the 

high-rises to cultivate and to bring the benefit of these societal changes now 

taking place for organic food free from chemical pesticides up to the enjoyment 

of the man in the concrete boxes?  
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