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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT ON LANTAU DEVEOPMENT 

Lantau topographically bears some similarities to Victoria, Lantau, North shore, is most 

inhospitable in its endowment of recreational features, for example, swimming, dinghy 

sailing and canoeing. The fore shore is rocky, muddy and inhospitable. This is 

regrettable because we have chosen to build our new town of Tung Chung facing the 

sea and facing North without regard to the amenity of the residents. Moreover, the 

basin of the encircling hills in which the town is situated traps the polluted air and shuts 

out prevailing winds. The amenities of Victoria are mainly to the South of the island. 

The colonisers were quick to realise this, Repulse Bay Hotel, Jardines private estate 

and the golf clubs at Shek O and Deep Water Bay attest to this. Meanwhile, no thought 

has been given to making the town of Tung Chung more accessible to the sandy 

shores, the fresh air and sea breezes of the South of the Island. Instead, we are intent 

of piling more people and more aircraft noise into the already polluted air of this 

inhospitable environment. Money has been spent on Lantau on opening up facilities 

for tourists with the cable car but nothing special to address the inhabitants of the new 

town on Hong Kong Island, there has long been the Aberdeen tunnel which fortuitously 

opened up Repulse Bay to the teeming crowds of the North shore of the Island. Tung 

Chung? What about the people? What do they have but a winding road of restricted 

access. 

 

General 

I have the answer to some of Tung Chung’s deficiencies. You would have gathered by 

now I am on the side of the citizens of Tung Chung! 
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Compare what have we done in Victoria and Tunnel through from Tung Chung to the 

South -- Cheung Sha or thereabouts. This will provide access to the sandy shores and 

sea breezes for the citizens of Tung Chung and with some engineering ability, and we 

are good at that, build it large enough so that the polluted air can be exhausted from 

North to South. If one tunnel is not enough, have three tunnels. Compare these tunnels 

with the tunnels we have built or are contemplating elsewhere and say it is not possible, 

to provide a landing for the road exiting the tunnel on the narrow shores of Cheung 

Sha by copying the example of Xiamen and make the tunnel travel round in a loop to 

sea ward. 

 

General Points 

It is a grave mistake to label the future development of Lantau for all time for a particular 

purpose. I warned the Financial Secretary at the time not to smother Lantau with 

Country Parks but he did not pay heed.  The result is Country Park ____ applied 

without thought of the morrow. 

 

Lantau is a great area for what ideas we may have for development in the future.  The 

tunnel and road from North to South will give the citizens of Tung Chung, the same 

recreational opportunities that Repulse Bay gives to the people of Wanchai. Moreover, 

as Repulse Bay has its hotels and residential development so too can the South of 

Lantau. If you travel along the Cheung Sha road to the point where it leaves the fore 

shore. There is a large area of land and a shallow bay and further on the foothills before 

Shek Pik, there is room for another small town. 

 


